




Welcome to the Meekatharra School of the Air 2020 Aerial 

The Aerial is a record to celebrate the past year of educational progress and
opportunities provided for all MSOTA students, as well as the community.
The year has had its challenges, like all schools, not only in this state but
worldwide. COVID 19 has had a far reaching impact in every community, both
here in Australia and abroad.
Meekatharra School of the Air has not been immune from the impact of some
services over the year, but it has been able to maintain the normal delivery of
the curriculum via our distance education model and the WebEx system. 
What has had an impact, is the essential face-to-face get activities,
such as  Home Tutor‘s Seminar held in Geraldton, usually in April, and it has
also changed the way the school conducted home visits. The school
encouraged parents to have visits to the school when they were in town.
I have to admit that for a while the corridors of the school had fallen silent
without the chatter of students coming in for a visit or camp.  
In fact, when one of the first families came in for a home visit, nearly every
staff member, including me, came out to the foyer to greet them. It was
almost like we had not seen a child before. I am sure the child felt a little bit
overwhelmed but it was a good feeling to have students on site.
Another area that has changed is the annual Muster camp that involves the
Year 4-6 students, from five schools of the air, attending Perth.  This is the first
time in over 50 years where students have not attended Perth as a large
group. Alternatively the Schools of the Air are hosting a camp in their regional
areas. The Year 3 to 6 students attended a local camp from Monday through
to Friday lunchtime. We  tried to replicate as many activities as we could that
the children would have experienced in Perth. This year we have included the
Year 3 class  to give them a taste of what is to come next year, for their first
Muster Camp. The juniors did not miss out as they had a Junior Camp on
Tuesday and Wednesday in week 10. Part of the camp included the current
playgroup students, who will be Kindy students next year, in preparation for
their start in 2021.  This provides an opportunity for the children to meet other
students, their teachers and more importantly, for new mums to connect
with parents who have been down this road before.     
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The school started the year off with two staff who were reappointed for
the Year. Mrs Mannion and Miss Georgia Orr. 

The school said goodbye to School Officer, Ms Jasmyn Fairclough, who has
taken leave this year.

Mrs Lill Harris has taken over this position and has worked frantically
behind-the-scenes to support teaching staff.

Students submission for the Kaz Collins Photo Competition.  Winners and
photos can be found further on in this Aerial.

Online ACER testing has shown improvement for all students in Reading,
Punctuation and Grammar as well as the Mathematics learning area. The
testing also shows areas for the school to focus on in 2021. This will be
discussed with the School Council and the community early next year.

Congratulations to Mrs Jefferies who won a Mid-West Education Award for
2020. A well-deserved award to a very hard-working early childhood
teacher.

The staff had to think outside the square in regard to Combined Camps
this year. These camps are usually held on stations twice a year.  Instead,
we were able to have students and families come to the school for four
days in Term 3.

Sports Camp was able to go ahead in September. It was a highlight of the
year because staff students and parents were able to get together face-to-
face for the second time this year and hold a very competitive Faction
Carnival, with Murchison being the outright winners.

At the sports camp at the end of last term, the students provided
feedback saying the Sounds Write lessons were the best part of the camp.
Mrs Haynes, the Support Teacher Learning,  has been taking credit for this
as she conducted the lessons!

2020 has been another busy and productive year at Meekatharra School of
the Air (MSOTA).

Some of the events for the year include:
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Mrs Jillian Jefferies - K/F
Miss Georgia Orr  - Year 1/2
Mrs Kath Mannion -  Year 3/4
Miss Lisa Capewell  - Year 5/6
Mrs Pauline Winrow - Arts/media Arts
Mrs Haynes - STL    
Mrs Ruth de Beer - Relief Teacher
SIDE LOTE PROGRAM in French, Indonesian, Italian and Japanese
delivered from Perth

Ms Shona Nash - Manager of Corporate Services 
Mrs Debra Tilly - Library Officer
Mrs Liliana Harris - Education Assistant
Mrs June Loane - Cleaner 
Karen Thanirananon - School Gardener
Mrs Sonia Nelson - Remote Registrar for Pia Wadjiri

I would like to acknowledge groups and people for the work they have done
at MSOTA this year. 

P and C
President, Christine Densley and the P & C Committee for their commitment
to MSOTA over the last 12 months. I thank you and the P & C committee for
your ongoing support. Although, COVID 19 has had an impact on some
fundraising events.

School Council
Thank you also to the MSOTA School Council and the outgoing chair Mrs
Louise Ford and the incoming chair Mr Chris Ward.

MSOTA Teaching Staff:

 
Non Teaching Staff:
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A personal highlight for me at Sports Camp came on the last day, when I
was announcing the faction winners. A Kindy student named Riley Lewis,
or Just Riley as he liked to be known then, but now goes by the name,
Riley Roo. Riley Roo kept putting his hand up to tell me something or ask
questions.  After 4 or 5 hands times of his hand being raised, he tried one
more time and I said “This will have to be your last question”. He
responded, as only Riley Roo could, and he said to me “You can talk
now”.This year the school continued its commitment to improving
phonics, spelling and writing outcomes as a focus area for students in the
school. Staff attended a four day Sounds Write training from Thursday –
Sunday.It has created a lot of discussion with staff when it comes to words
and talking about the content and learning strategies for student in our
setting. I completed the training in a five week on line learning course.

A very important event this year involved Bella Pumpa from Murgoo
Station taking out Third Prize in the Middle Primary for the Randolph
Stowe awards for 2020.
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Finally, I would to thank the parents and home tutors for your support
throughout 2020, and your commitment to educating your children in a
distance education setting.
I would like to wish everyone a safe break and we will see you in 2021.

Christine Bevans
Principal
MSOTA

From the Principal

Until next time, 
Over!

RAC Intellibus

Kalbarri Sky Walk
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MSOTA Staff

Christine Bevans
Principal

Pauline Winrow
Media Teacher

Kathryn Mannion 
Year 3/4

June Loane
Cleaner

Naomi Haynes
STL Teacher

Liliana Harris
Ed Assistant

Lisa Capewell 
Year 5/6

Jillian Jefferies
Kindy & PrePrimary

Deborah Tilley
Library Officer

Sonia Nelson
MCS - PWRCS

Shona Nash
MCS

Ted E. Bear
ICT Specialist

Karen Thanirananon
Gardener

Ruth de Beer
Relief Teacher

Georgia Orr
Year 1/2



Kaz Collins

Abby Golding Audrey Couldridge

Harry Ward Harry Couldridge

William RoweEllouise Rowe

Eliza PumpaBella Pumpa



Kaz Collins, was a Land care Facilitator with Rangelands WA who lived and worked in the

Murchison, and was tragically killed in a motor vehicle accident late in the evening on 17

July 2012. Kaz was well liked and respected by all who knew her and she has been greatly

missed. 

Every year Rangelands conducts a photo competition for students at the five Schools of the

Air. Kimberley, Port Hedland, Carnarvon, Kalgoorlie and Meekatharra Schools of the Air

participate in the competition.  ‘Living in Isolation’ was the theme of the competition this

year. The Kaz Collins photo competition celebrates its 10th year of running the competition.

 

Earlier this year, I sent a set of MSOTA cards to Kaz Collins’ parents, Trevor and Jude

Johnson who live in South Australia.  The cards had  photos of previous winners  printed on

the front. 

 

In part it read: 

“Thank you.  You will never know how much we appreciated beautiful pack of photographic

cards you have sent to us.  They arrived here on Karen’s birthday 6th April when she would

have been 39.

 

With Karen’s farm and Eco Tourism background, we were pleased several years back when

we heard her line of thinking while working in WA.  Her Theory:  Environmental management

begins with sustaining the station families firstly. Secondly, by showing the new generation

the wide variety of potentials of learning, leading into diversifying incomes if they wish to

return home and work on the land. Nothing id impossible was one of her favourite sayings.

 

We are really pleased that the SOTA photograph competition has continued on and so

honoured that she will always be remembered. It is for other people, just so nice to get a

glimpse into your beautiful part of Oz.

 

Sincere Thanks

 Jude and Trevor Johnson'

Kaz Collins Photo Competition 2020

2nd Prize
M I D D L E  P R I M A R Y

E L L O U I S E

R O W E



This year the school ran a Computer Club class with interested
students. The lessons were suggested by the school’s previous
School Chair, Louise Ford. I ran the lessons on Friday afternoons
with a small but eager group of students who were similar to
sponges in wanting to learn the finer points and hidden tricks of
using PowerPoint.
Some of the lessons included, presentations, sound, animation
etc.  Here are a few samples of the skills developed by the
students.  Some teaching staff have commented on the improved
presentation of PowerPoints linked to students who attended the
classes.
Next year I will run classes on Windows Video Editor and explore
Word. The winner of the ICT 2020 award was Catherine Prow. 
Ms Bevans



Thank you to all the staff, students and families for a fantastic year. I look
forward to working with you all in 2021. 

To the staff and families leaving I wish you all the best for 2021. 
To the year 6 graduating class, always remember - the future belongs to

those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.
                                                          —Eleanor Roosevelt

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Over and Out,  Mrs Haynes

You’re off to GREAT PLACES! 
Today is YOUR DAY! 

Your mountain IS WAITING 
so…. Get on YOUR WAY!

High School

bright places

mountains

great sites

TAFE

traveling

university
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K I N D Y
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K I N D Y
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F O U N D A T I O N





Ellie-Mae
Macgillivray

Y E A R  1



William
Rowe

Y E A R  1
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Y E A R  2
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Pitaro

Y E A R  1

Ella
Hughes

Y E A R  2



Oscar 
Luke

Y E A R  2

Samuel
Budge

Y E A R  2



Lucy
Golding

Y E A R  2

In 2020, it was wonderful to see children participating in
their Physical Education Programme. This was done by
parents taking photos of their children practising the set
skills within each sport and then placing the photos on
Seesaw for their teachers to view. Every Friday children had
an opportunity to speak about the skills they had learnt and
practised. 
Each week the children at MOSTA practised the necessary
skills from the Physical Education Curriculum in four sports.
This year our sports were Circus Skills, Volleyball, Athletics
and Yoga. I think Yoga was the most popular because we
had many photos of the children doing all sorts of poses and
movements. Well done children!

Sport
2020
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Y E A R  4
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Y E A R  4
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Y E A R  4
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Ford

Y E A R  4









My name is Catherine and I am ten years old. I

live at Murchison Settlement and I am in year

five. This year has been different to most years

at MSOTA. We were lucky to have Combined

visit and then we had Sports camp but we

missed Home Tutors sadly. But this year has not

stopped our daily routine with school and air

lessons. We are not having our proper Muster

but we do have a camp in Geraldton for the

Years 3 up to 6. It will be fun and different. I

hope next year everything will go back to

normal.

Catherine 
Prow

Y E A R  5

Landmark

STEM Presentation



Sceience Video

Vessie's Video







Abby
Golding

Y E A R  5

Edison Project Abby's Speech Science  Experiment

SciTech Visit





Hello, you may know me as horse crazy, excitable, happy girl, I like
riding my horse, swimming and goofing around with friends.

Having governesses was the best thing ever, I had Mum, Megan,
Cousin Tayla, Maia, Chelsea, Olivia, Sharni, Gran and also Dad helping
out with the odd math problems.

I would like to thank Mrs Jefferies, Mrs de Beer, Miss Condon, Miss
Clapin, Mrs Mannion, Miss Capewell, the Principal Ms Bevans, Mrs
Winrow, Mrs Haynes, Mrs Tilly, and Ms Nash, also everyone else in
MSOTA.

I love camps, the flying fox, swimming lessons, sports carnivals, bike
riding, and excursions, but above all is spending with old and new
friends.

I can’t wait until high school and I shall miss all of you, Best hopes to
the future.

2020 Leaver
Sally Mahony













Junior Camp 2020 ran across two days at school in December. We had

ten children from Kindy to Year 2 join us for two days of Christmas

activities and fun. 

The first day of Junior Camp involved baking cookies, making Christmas

cards and decorating gift bags. The children also participated in a yoga

activity and had opportunities to play together both in the classroom and

in the playground outside.

On the second day of camp, we began the day with a Yarning Circle,

discussing what it means to be brave and each child shared a time when

they had shown bravery. Other activities for the day included painting

wind chimes, making ‘reindeer food’, icing Christmas biscuits and making

Reindeer Tim Tams. In the afternoon, we were lucky enough to have a visit

from Santa, who arrived on his trusty surfboard! Santa spoke to the

children and handed out a gift to each child.

Junior camp 2020 was a great success and both students and

teachers had a blast.

Junior Camp 2020



Junior Camp 2020



Junior Camp 2020
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Upper Camp 2020



Upper Camp 2020
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Upper Camp 2020



Graduation
2020







With amazing support from
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