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Welcome
Welcome to Meekatharra School of the Air!

We trust that your time with us will be educationally rewarding for your

children and personally fulfilling in your role as Home Tutor.

Our School offers a unique programme that is a partnership between the

school's professional teaching staff, you and your children. Your

commitment to your children's education is essential for their success and

we will endeavour to provide all the support possible to achieve an

excellent education.

We provide high quality curriculum materials and where necessary, adapt

them to individual circumstances. Teachers support the materials with

lessons broadcast over the internet through a program called WebEx.

Through these lessons we bring the school teacher together with a group of

widely separated and remote students and create a 'Virtual Classroom".

Meekatharra School of the Air is unique in Australia in that all teaching staff

not only provide the base support but also conduct home visits to provide

on-site support to students and Home Tutors.

The close relationship that has developed between teachers, Home Tutors

and students is a feature of our school. 

“Meekatharra School of the Air will work with parents to provide quality

education and help foster an environment that is positive, enabling children

to achieve their full academic, physical, social and emotional potential -

both on and off air."
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Our School
OUR MISSION

Meekatharra School of the Air will work

with parents to provide a quality

education and help foster an

environment that is positive, enabling

children to achieve their full academic,

physical, social and emotional

potential, both on and off the air.

OUR VISION

For all students at Meekatharra School of the

Air to achieve the highest standards of

learning possible, so they are equipped to

deal with challenges and embrace

opportunities that they will encounter in a

changing world.
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Schools of the Air
Our aim is to provide a quality education to students who reside too far to catch a bus to attend their nearest school. In Western

Australia, Schools of the Air have been open for over sixty years. 

Our students vary from those who have always completed their school by online delivery and/or correspondence, to those who have

come from the mainstream school system. 

Most live within a radius of 720km's, with the closest family about 90km's from Geraldton. We broadcast approximately 650km’s to the

north and 720km’s to the east. Our families range from pastoralists working on sheep or cattle stations to those in the tourism industry

or living at caravan parks, settlements or roadhouses. 

The written program the teachers provide are the foundation of your children’s education. The materials are organised by the school

into sets and are sent out to the children on a 3 - 4 week rotation. 

Full-time teachers conduct daily WebEx lessons, and mark the student's written work. Teachers visit the students at home to work with

them in both academic and non-academic areas. The teacher also gives ongoing assistance to the Home Tutor through home visits,

phone calls and emails. 

Teacher and Home Tutor meetings are held regularly to explain activities and help with general problems ('on-air', telephone, seminars,

camps). Every effort is made to develop a close and cooperative relationship between the Home Tutor and teacher because of the

importance of the school tasks. Sets are mailed between the school and the Home Tutor.

Face-to-Face Contact
Face-to-face contact is made at various times throughout the year. Teachers visit their students’ families up to twice a year. One of

these visits is specifically for that family, and the other visit is combined with other families in the surrounding areas. To complete the

visits, teachers travel through isolated areas using the school vehicle (4WD) supplied by the Education Department of WA. This vehicle

is equipped with a HF radio and a satellite phone, so that contact can be made when necessary. Teachers will travel accompanied by

other staff. Students and families are always welcome to visit the school. 

Please make prior arrangements with your classroom teacher if you 

wish to do so.
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Teachers write set work covering English, Maths, Science, Health, HASS, Technologies and Art.

Languages are taught from SIDE in Perth.

Muster is held each Friday at 8.30am. 

Assemblies are held once a term with each class presenting. 

P&C and School Council meetings are also held regularly and run in WebEx. 

As opportunities arise, we host guest speakers on air.

You will receive a WebEx Timetable which tells your child when he/she commences lessons on the computer using WebEx. A weekly planner

from your teacher tells you what subjects will be covered each day in the term and what items are required for each lesson. Your teacher will

also advise if there are any changes to a programme - this is usually announced on air also. As a new Home Tutor, it is advisable to be with your

child when he/she is on air. Most Home Tutors remain with the younger ones for all air lessons. On-air punctuality is most important as time is

limited. Thorough organisation for the air lessons is also essential and all necessary materials need to be readily available during the WebEx

session.

Set Work is the work that your child completes at home with you. It is set out in daily activities. Air lessons complement and reinforce the sets.

Your teacher will sometimes alter the programme to suit special circumstances or local events.

It is essential that work is mailed or brought to the school as soon as possible after completion of the 3/4 week set so that marking and

feedback from teachers can be relevant and timely. As each child is different and their abilities vary, staff will assess each child and provide a

programme best suited to that child's needs. It may be standard set work, it may be modified set work or it may be a completely individual

programme, either for extension or remediation. The information printed here about set work is the standard procedure for a capable student

working at their year level.

Marked Set work is returned by teachers, together with a Set Work Report, which tells the teacher how the child managed for the particular set.

There is always plenty of notice for these collections and often, they coincide with camps. However, circumstances can delay the returns and

your tolerance is sought here. Usually a prompt mail ensures an equally prompt return and keeps the students morale high. If you are coming

to town, please call in advance to arrange a meeting with your teacher, collect your mail or to exchange library books at the school library. This

also provides an opportunity for you, your child and teacher to get to know each other. Sometimes, children may arrange to stay for their air

lesson.

Mail is sent out each day from the school.

Set Work is sent out or can be collected during camp or when you are in Geraldton.

Meekatharra SOTA caters to students from Kindy to Year 6. 

How It Works
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School Assembly
Assemblies are at the end of each term, on a Friday morning in the ‘Muster Room’ on WebEx. Assemblies are an

enjoyable occasion providing an opportunity for the school community to join together as one. They provide

opportunities for students to be given recognition for work well done or for extra initiative and effort. Each year level

teacher awards merit certificates to student/s in their class. All year levels take a turn at running the assembly.

The school song and national anthem is sung at each assembly. The hosting class will present a report or an item.

The Principal makes announcements concerning the school community. Teachers who have anything they would like

to bring to the attention of the assembly also have an opportunity.

The end of the school year is celebrated with a final Graduation ceremony. This takes place at the school in Term 4.

Special awards are given to students for acedemic or most improved at this ceremony. The Year 6 students graduate

from primary school into secondary school.

Friday Morning Muster
Each Friday morning, a mini-assembly called Muster takes place in the Muster Room on WebEx. We begin at 8.30am

and usually go for 30 to 40 minutes.

Friday Morning Muster allows the opportunity for messages to be given to the community, students to be recognised,

a P&C update, a sports update, values, plus any other announcements.

On Air
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Air Lessons

English

Mathematics

History/Geography/Science

Health

The Arts

Greetings

News

Lesson

Farewell

The computer programme, WebEx, is the life blood of Meekatharra School of the Air. It is what makes us unique as a school and unites our school

community. Without it, the school day is much less exciting, and the air lessons are an integral part of the learning process.

Kindy begins with four 30 minute lessons a week. Foundation to Year 6 have a 30 - 60 minute lesson each day. Lessons from Monday to Thursday may

include the following subjects:

Lessons on a Friday consist of:

The air lesson format will vary according to year level and teacher. However, the general format is:

When the teacher calls good morning to an individual student, they are expected to respond with “Good Morning (teacher's name) and everybody

else.” 

It is appreciated, with the limited lesson time, that the student’s news is kept short.

It is important that the students are prepared for air lessons. This saves valuable time for the class. 

The older students should take responsibility for the preparation of air lessons, though they may need to be supervised from time to time.

As the air lesson time is limited, it is greatly appreciated when the students are on air on time. If, for some reason, the student is late, please have

them call the

school to let the teacher know.
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Have a folder for each student’s air lessons. Anything pertaining to the air lesson 

Be organised for the lesson. It is frustrating for the class to have to wait for 

Have stationery and spare paper near the computer.

Unable to attend 
If for any reason the student is unable to be on air, please let the teacher know in advance. If you

are coming in to the school in Geraldton, the student can do the lesson with the teacher in the

studio.

As per the conventional school, you must inform the school regarding absences, be it by an email or

phone call.

Connection Problems
At times there will be connection problems with WebEx. It is advisable to call the school and inform

them of any issues, as well as calling the WebEx helpline to ask for assistance. It is worthwhile

contacting the teacher later in the day to ascertain what was taught or to be taught.

Parent Helpline - 1800 012 828

Helpful Ideas

goes into the folder.

a student to get ready.

Air Lessons cont'
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Weather (gravel road closures) may

determine whether a home visit will go

ahead as planned.

Families are asked to provide meals and

accommodation. If sheets or towels are

required, teachers can bring their own. 

A clear set of instructions or a 'mud map' is

required before visits.

Teachers will bring any mail you have in

despatch and other school items as

required.

If there are any considerations or queries,

please speak to your teacher beforehand.

Home Visits

new families

location

travelling time

home visits in the same location

teachers that are travelling

Home visits are arranged in advance

taking into consideration:-
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WebEx is the computer and internet based

delivery system of lesson from the School of the

Air Teachers to their students. Eligible student

sites are provided with the necessary equipment

needed by the students to communicate with

their teachers and the school in Geraldton. This is

used by the students in regular school lessons as

well as drama/music and LOTE (Language Other

Than English). Parents also use WebEx resources

with P&C and School Council Meetings, Muster

(whole school assemblies) and information

sessions. 

Students have a 30 - 60 minute lessons with their

class teacher each day Monday to Thursday. The

lessons are the time when students share news,

do work with their teacher and discuss any

problems. We call these 'On-Air' lessons, a

carryover from the old days of HF radio. Students

in Year 3 - 6 have LOTE lessons with their LOTE

teachers (broadcasting from SIDE, Perth) and

Friday morning is for Muster and specialist

teacher lessons.

WebEx
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At the End of a Set
After the teacher has received a set, it is marked and comments

are made in the set. A ‘set report’ will be sent to the student and

home tutor, with the set. Specific feedback may also be given over

the phone or by email.

On occasions the teacher will find areas requiring consolidation,

and will send out alternative strategies or consolidation work.

Where extension work is needed, the teacher will detail the

nature of this and send out the necessary materials.

End of Semester Reporting
Official Education Department reports are issued at the end of

each semester. Copies are kept at the school. These reports are

sent to the parent via email and Australia Post. They provide a

grade for all learning areas and a comment for specific learning

areas. The parent should retain these in case the child transfers to

another school. If you wish to discuss your child’s report, please

feel free to phone the school or call in to the school. Alternatively,

the child’s teacher may request a meeting with the parent.

Home Tutors can provide feedback to teachers on sticky notes on

how students have gone with the activities. This information is

very helpful for the teacher when they are marking the work. It

also gives the teacher valuable information on the learning that is

taking place.

You can write on the top of work, an 'A' if you assisted your child

with the activity or an 'I' if they completed the activity

independantly.

Reporting

11
11
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Items Supplied
Despatches of individualised sets and

materials.

Art materials, school writing paper.

Maths Kits for appropriate levels.

Sports Kit.

Booklets and materials for air lessons

Computer and ancillaries

Desk and chair

Support Materials on Loan eg. dictionary

Personal Items List
The family supplies the items listed in the Year Level

Personal Items Lists. 

Library Books
Library books are available from the school library. Fiction

and non-fiction books are available. You can select them

when you visit us, or request topics, titles or authors from

your teacher or the library officer. The Library Officer will

send out a box of new books once your previous box has

been returned.

Lost or damaged books must be paid for so, care in storage

and handling is essential.

Library Policy

Forms
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SCHOOL TERM PLANNER

This will list the meetings, special events and

extra curricular activities for the term. It is

advised that meeting dates be highlighted, and

then place the planner somewhere within easy

access or viewing. Information can be added by

parents and home tutors.

HOME VISIT PLANNER
A Home Visit Planner is used by staff to plan and

organise home visits throughout the year.
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Mail
Mail is sent out each week from the

school building in blue, red or green

mailbags. Marked schoolwork, letters

from the school, any notes or newsletters

from the teacher or school, or other

materials will be in this bag. Please use

the bag to send in any work to the

school.

The address card has the Meekatharra

School of the Air postal address on one

side and the family address on the other

side. Please ensure that the school’s

address is facing the correct way when

sending the bag in.

If you have a large amount of mail bags

sitting in the classroom, please send

some of these back into the school so

that we do not run out of post bags.
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Camps 
and
Activities
Camps are an essential element in

School of the Air as they provide the

teachers and students with face to

face contact. They involve a high

degree of commitment from staff as

there is a great deal of planning and

preparation and the support of

parents in the provision of transport.

MSOTA conducts a variety of camps

for students throughout the year. All

camps require parents to complete

online permission forms for

accommodation and catering

purposes.
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HOME TUTORS
SEMINAR

Home Tutors Seminar is where home

tutors/parents learn more about

tutoring and new trends in education.

The school looks upon this event as

one of the most important in the year

as Home Tutor commitment and skills

are essential to a good education for

students.

Teachers' relationships with Home

Tutors is as a partnership and during

the Seminar, we all learn. 

Accommodation is provided by the

school. Children generally accompany

their parents. There is the option of a

crèche for babies - 3 year olds, and a

camp for students Kindy - Year 6.

Traditionally, the Seminar is held in

week 10 of Term 1. There is no charge

for this Seminar/Camp, provided

parents attend all sessions. Those who

choose to not attend sessions will be

charged for accommodation and/or

meals provided.

SPORTS 
CAMP

Sports Camp is usually held in week

10 of Term 3. Accommodation is

provided by the school. Children

generally accompany their parents.

There is the option of a crèche for

babies - 3 year olds, and a camp for

students Kindy - Year 6. There is no

charge for this Seminar/Camp,

provided parents attend all sessions.

Those who choose to not attend

sessions will be charged for

accommodation and/or meals

provided. 

Canberra Camp is usually held every 2

years in Term 3. The 10 day camp is for

students in Year 5 – 6. The school pays

for return flights from Geraldton to

Canberra for students attending and

also subsidises other camp costs such

as accommodation and meals. There

is a fee for attendees which is detailed

in the MSOTA Contributions and

Charges booklet.

CANBERRA 
CAMP
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JUNIOR 
CAMP

Junior Camp is conducted in the 2

days following Graduation in Term 4.

This camp is for students in K - 3. New

families for the following year are

welcome to join the camp as a

'transition' into the new year. 

Families are required to complete

online forms for meals and

accommodation.

SOTA 
MUSTER

SOTA Muster is when all Schools of

the Air bring together Yrs 4 - 6

students in Term 4 for an

educational and fun time in Perth. 

 The school pays for return transport

from Geraldton to Perth for students

attending and also subsidises other

camp costs such as accommodation

and meals. There is a fee for

attendees which is detailed in the

MSOTA Contributions and Charges

booklet.

Families are required to complete

online permission forms.

Graduation Day is held in Geraldton

prior to the Years 4 - 6 departing for

the SOTA Muster. 

An invitation is sent out from the

school prior to the day with

information regarding times and

dates. 

GRADUATION
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Pre-Kindy Playgroup begins in

Term 3 and 4. Students attend an

air lesson one day a week where

we sing, read, discuss, trace and

do art and craft activities. 

A file for both terms is sent to

each family with all resources

needed to complete each

activity. The school also supplies

all stationary needed for

Playgroup including paint, glue,

brushes, crayons and textas,

COFFEE &
CURRICULUM
Coffee and Curriculum is held

each Friday before Muster at

8am. Topics that are discussed

focus on target areas in our

Business Plan and also topic

requests from Home Tutors.

PLAYGROUP

LOTE
LOTE (Languages Other Than

English) are compulsory for

students in Years 3 - 6. The LOTE

lessons are run through SIDE

(School of Isolated and Distance

Education) from Perth.

All LOTE communication needs

to go through your SIDE teachers.
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The Meekatharra School of the Air P&C Association has been a very

active suporter of the school. The P&C conducts regular meetings over

WebEx. The P&C assists with the costs of the Canberra Camp, as well

as fundraising fpr special projects or school resources.

The association requires a $1 donation to become a financial member

with voting rights.

The $10 Voluntary Contribution includes the $1 donation.

See our Contributions and Charges for further information

P&C ASSOCIATION

SCHOOL COUNCIL
Throughout the year, the School Council meets, either face to face at

camps, or on WebEx, to consider school matters related to their role at

Meekatharra School of the Air. The group also endorses the contributions

and charges schedule each year. The support of the members to

influence the broad direction of the school has been appreciated.

Meekatharra School of the Air School Council is represented by staff,

parents, home tutors and community members.

Current School Council members require a current National Police
Clearance

Committees
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For Further Information, visit http://www.icpa.com.au/

For Further Information, visit http://www.revise.org.au/

ICPA

REVISE
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STL

School

Psychologist

Speech Pathologist

Occupational

Therapist (OT)

Community Health

Nurse

Helping Minds

Interagency Referrals

to the following

services can be

supported and

submitted from the

school:
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Excerpts from Meekatharra School of the Air - Twenty Five Years 1959 - 1984

The Meekatharra School of the Air commenced operations on 14th September, 1959. It was the first School

of the Air to be established in Western Australia, and came into being thanks primarily to the inspiration

and efforts of Mrs Rhonda Finch of Lorna Glen Station, via Wiluna. Rhonda enlisted the aid of the Country

Women’s Association, particularly through the Inlanders’ (Wiluna) and Murchison Air Branches, and

together they persuaded the Education Department to establish a radio service at Meekatharra - per

favour, of course, of the Flying Doctors Service (later to become the Royal Flying Doctor Service).

The Education Department input at this stage was fairly minimal - one teacher! The teacher, John Smedley,

had formally been the itinerant teacher in the district, so he had the inestimable advantage of knowing

most of his students, their families and their lifestyles. The school’s other asset in these early days (apart

from the enthusiasm of the pupils and their families) was the F.D.S. Base Operator Everett Bardwell. He

supplied the technical assistance, shared his studio, lent a room at base for the “School: and even provided

a desk and a chair. Any lack of enthusiasm from the Department was more than compensated for by the

participants!

On Thursday, 27th November, 1959 the inaugural meeting of the Meekatharra School of the Air Parents’

and Citizens’ Association was held. Naturally, this meeting, like the lessons, was held on air by courtesy of

the Meekatharra Flying Doctor Base. Forty would-be members were present, office bearers were elected

and the infant school acquired a “voice” - as healthy and as vigorous as it is today. Few schools anywhere

could boast of a closer liaison between teacher(s) and parents than the Meekatharra School of the Air, but

perhaps particularly in this early period when so much had to be established and consolidated, the

relationship was at it’s warmest and strongest. In time, the School moved out of the R.F.D.S. Base into a

small house next door. Here, the teacher had a bedroom, a work room and a studio. He also took over the

responsibility for marking the children’s papers, which necessitated a second teacher, which in turn

necessitated more teacher accommodation. A second teacher was found who already lived in

Meekatharra, so that problem was temporarily averted.

At first, the only children who could enrol with the School were those whose parents owned a suitable

transceiver. By 1964 the P&C had raised sufficient funds to persuade the Department to initiate a

transceiver hire scheme. The transceivers were owned by the Correspondence School, managed by the

P&C and paid for by the P&C, the Lotteries Commission and the Education Department jointly. They were

leased for $8 a term on a needs basis, but there were never enough and raising money for transceivers was

a constant preoccupation with the P&C. Other interests of the P&C at this time included raising funds for a

School lending library, organising Christmas parties and end-of-year camps for attending sports days with

other schools in the area at Cue. The school was gaining strength and acceptance with both the

community at large and the Education Department in far-away Perth.

History - 1959 - 1970
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Excerpts from Meekatharra School of the Air - Twenty Five Years 1959 - 1984

In 1971 the Isolated Children’s Parent’s Association was formed.  What difference did this make to the Meekatharra School of the Air?  Well it was

like forming a giant, Australia-wide P&C for Correspondence/School of the Air students.  This “voice” demanded to be heard at State and Federal

Government levels - and it was!  The education of geographically isolated children assumed a new interest for Education Departments, Australia

wide, which of course made the job of the P&C much easier.

The Western Australian Education Department was first cab off the rank, nationally speaking, when it instructed its Research Branch to

investigate and report on the education of isolated children in W.A.  Published in 1975 this report confirmed the need for an upgrading of the W.A

Correspondence School, the need for new and/or revised lesson papers, and the popularity of the Schools of the Air. Comprehensive and

Sensitive, it paved the way for many improvements and developments of significance to Meekatharra School of the Air pupils.

In 1975 we moved to a new school building, with two studios and an extra School of the Air radio frequency, exclusively for school use.  This gave

us extra time, not only in the mornings for lessons, but also in the afternoons for school related activities such as Supervisors’ meetings, clubs and

P&C meetings. Also in 1975 Childley Remedial Centre got underway. Isolated students with learning difficulties could be referred to specialist

attention and housed in style at the same time.

In 1976 the itinerant teacher scheme was reintroduced.  It had been discontinued with the introduction of the School of the Air, but many people

saw a need for both systems - particularly whose who had had itinerant teachers visit them in the past.  The Department was not in favour of the

idea, thinking that the cost entailed was not justified; but the Government of the day, prompted by State ICPA, was enthused and anxious to help

- so the itinerant teacher was back on the road.

Probably as a direct result of the Research Branch’s 1975 report, the presentation and content of lesson papers began to improve markedly. 

Lessons arrived in neat booklets, with a more attractive appearance and the contents with current teaching philosophy and curriculum

requirements.  (Although the report had not made any direct recommendations, it had made it quite clear that an improvement in the quality of

lessons was desirable.)

The C.W.A. was again interested in our welfare in 1977. By providing the funds for a suitable vehicle for the purpose, it encouraged the

Department to engage an itinerant remedial teacher. This teacher operated all over the state, catering for isolated children with learning

difficulties in their remote home or school.

In 1772, as a direct result of urgings from the newly formed Isolated Childrens’ Parents’ Association, the Senate Standing Committee on Education

and the Arts was instructed to conduct an inquiry into the education of Australia’s isolated children.  Their comprehensive report was published

in July, 1976.  It did as much to release Federal funds for our needs as the W.A. Research Branch’s one had done at a state level.  As a result of one

recommendation, for example, we were able to relax our efforts to keep up the supply of transceivers to our hire scheme. Federal funds

guaranteed sufficient S.S.B. transceivers for every School of the Air.

Shortly after publication of the Senate Committee’s report, further Federal funds were channelled into the School via the Disadvantaged Country

Areas Programme. In becoming eligible to participate in this programme, the school was able to benefit in many ways. For instance, DCAP

funded the establishment of a resource library of learning aids and family games; and DCAP funded the padded bags to speed up and facilitate

the dispatch of same.  Furthermore, DCAP provided funds for the Junior Camps, local camps for our Junior Primary students too young for the

Education Department camp at Point Peron at the end of the year.

A special feature of the DCAP philosophy is the requirement of community involvement.  How and where funds are to be used is largely a P&C

decision.  This is a philosophy very much in keeping with the traditions of the Meekatharra School of the Air.

History - 1971 - 1978
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Excerpts from Meekatharra School of the Air - Twenty Five Years 1959 - 1984

In 1979, 20 years after its inception, and twenty years after it was first suggested at a P&C meeting, the Meekatharra

School of the Air because an autonomous Class III school. No longer an appendage of the W.A. Correspondence

School, with a Principal (promotional position) instead of a Teacher-in-Charge, the school came of age. Not that the

new situation wasn’t without its difficulties. In the past the Teacher-in-Charge had taught in the school for at least one

year previous to her appointment. Now we had a more experienced Principal, but the experience did not include

anything to do with a School of the Air. On one hand, the P&C relinquished some authority, but on the other

undertook to carefully and tactfully steer the new Principal in the accustomed directions!

The following year “Distance Education” came under one umbrella heading. For some reason the new title covering, as

it did, all aspects of correspondence education, seemed to give Distance Ed (as it is now known) a new respectability.

The Superintendent of Distance Education, responsible alike for the Correspondence School, the Isolated Student

Matriculation Scheme, the Schools of the Air and Pre-School correspondence seemed to acquire authority and

influence in keeping with the new scheme of things, while his various Principals were freer to get on with the job. 

These two changes, which on the face of it seem quite cosmetic gave our school new vigour. The Principal of the

school had more authority, but so too did the teachers. They had more responsibility for their lessons and more

personal autonomy as well. With the advent of the photocopier in 1981 they were devising more of their own lesson

material and in some cases even writing their own courses. As a result, the school was able to develop in a way not

possible in the seventies, when so much had to be referred to the Head Master of the Correspondence School.

1982 saw the advent of the federally funded pilot loan video scheme, with all School of the Air children being provided

with a video unit and television, and video tapes from the ABC Department of Education (via the Department of Audio

Visual Education). This innovation had, in the opinion of the majority of parents, proved to be a very successful

teaching medium. Because the tapes were not integrated with School of the Air lessons, teachers were less aware of

the benefits incurred and had to take the word of parents, who see firsthand their children’s horizons being

widened and a corresponding increase of interest in life beyond the boundary fences. Video seemed to be a natural

extension of School of the Air - it brought the outside world within the realms of curiosity.

In 1983 W.A. Distance Education and the National Centre for Research into Rural Education together hosted a National

Workshop on Distance Education. The purpose of this conference was to bring together, from all states, home tutors,

distance education teachers and administrators, with a view to pooling ideas and encouraging improvements. The

main prongs for discussion and research were how to make the best, and most cost effective use of new

communication technologies and how to best support the home tutor. It was pleasing to the role of the home tutor

(formally known as the supervisor, and before that the governess or teaching mother!) given such pre-eminence, The

overall purpose of the workshop was to discuss ways and means of best delivering the curriculum to an isolated

student.

Mary Walsh

August 1984

History - 1979 - 1984

25



There’s a school in the outback at Meekatharra
But it’s different from most that you know

The children are scattered all over,
Where the rivers and creeks seldom flow.

Singing Wisdom by Wireless, our motto,
Showing just how much we all care,

Singing Wisdom by Wireless, our motto
As we tune into School of the Air.

Our lessons are over the radio
But Sports Days and camps we have too,

We sing and join in together,
And each day we learn something new.

Singing Wisdom by Wireless, our motto,
Showing just how much we all care,

Singing Wisdom by Wireless, our motto
As we tune into School of the Air.

Our teachers prepare the air lessons,
And tell us just where we go wrong,

So tune in to Meeka and listen,
While we’re singing this little school song.

Singing Wisdom by Wireless, our motto,
Showing just how much we all care,

Singing Wisdom by Wireless, our motto
As we tune into School of the Air.

School Song
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Contact Us

EMAIL
 

General Enquiries

meekatharra.sota@education.wa.edu.au

MCS

shona.nash@education.wa.edu.au

PHONE 

08 9923 5200

ADDRESS

Physical Address
52 Kempton St

Bluff Point WA 3260

Postal Address
PO Box 7175

Geraldton

WA 6531
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